
 

20-21 School Year Planning FAQ 

Updated September 2020 
Questions 5,9,20 and 30 

Temperature Checks: 

1. Question:  As a student comes to the school, will their temperature be taken? 
 
Answer:  All students will have their temperature taken upon entering the building.  Any 
student who is found to have a fever will be quarantined in a supervised room until a parent or 
guardian is able to come and pick up their child. 

 

2. Question: What is considered a temperature/fever? 
 
Answer:  According to the CDC website, a temperature is anything 100.4  or greater. 

 
Lunches and Restrooms: 

3. Question:  What is the process for lunches at the school?  Will they eat lunch in the 
cafeteria or their rooms? 

 
Answer:  Students will be spread out to improve social distancing. We will use spaces such 
as the auxiliary gym, extended learning areas and as a last resort, classrooms. The number in 
our cafeteria will be approximately half as many students when compared to prior years. 

 

4. Question: Restrooms tend to be the biggest concern for sanitation and spreading 
germs. How will these locations be addressed? Will there be limitations?  

 
Answer:  We will have frequent cleaning throughout the day by our custodial staff.  Signs will 
be posted in the restrooms reminding students to wash their hands. When re-entering the 
classroom, a student will be required to use hand sanitizer before sitting at their seat. There 
will not be a common restroom pass that all students use.The number of students in the 
restroom at one time will be limited. 

 
Electives: 

5. Question:  Band and choir have the largest amount of individuals gathering together 
when discussing the academic setting.  How is this being addressed? 

 
Answer:  We have locations and are following guidelines provided to us by the state so these 
gatherings can continue.  
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6. Question:  If the student is doing online, how will they do band or choir? 
 
Answer:  Students who choose online as their choice for academics will be required to be in 
the building for these two classes. This only applies to band and choir because they are 
co-curricular courses.  If students cannot be in the building for these courses, he/she will be 
required to find another elective to fill their schedule to fulfill credit requirements. Students 
who enter the building for band or choir will need to complete an intake process similar to that 
of a student who arrives at the beginning of the day (i.e. temperature screening). 

 

7. Question:  Will students who choose online be able to have the same elective 
courses that are offered in the building? 

 
Answer: Most of our classes match up closely. However, some of our online learning options 
will not mimic that of the traditional classroom. If a student who chooses the online platform 
for the 20-21 school year was signed up for a course that is not offered online, then he/she 
will need to choose another elective that is available through the online academic setting. Our 
remote learning coordinator and guidance counselors will work with families to help make 
proper selections. 

. 

8. Question: Will specials/electives continue as normal considering the requirements for 
social distancing? 

 
Answer: Teachers will do their best to select learning activities that match the guidelines.  

 

9. Question: Will Breakaway still be an option for our students this year? 
 
Answer: Breakaway is currently still an option for students now that school is in session. They 
are following masks requirements, social distancing and safety protocols. 

 
Curriculum and Online Learning: 

10. Question: Is the Acellus online platform a K-12 option? 
 
Answer: Yes, Acellus is a K-12 platform.  Students who choose this will maintain their 
Smithville Smithie status.  Any student who is open enrolled, and chooses to receive their 
education online, will remain a member of the Smithie Family.  
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11. Question: Does my child need to log in during a specific time for the online option? 
 
Answer: No, students will not be required to log on at specific times each day. In general, 
students will need to commit 30 hours weekly to online and offline work through our remote 
learning. It is important to create a schedule that encourages consistency so that students 
stay engaged and don’t get behind students that are in the building.  

 

12. Question: Will there be an online training for parents and students for the online 
option? 

 
Answer: Yes, during this training, members of our district will explain the process of the 
online platform and help families understand the expectations for their child who will be 
working from home.  

 

13. Question: If we go with the online option, how long must we commit to staying in that 
setting? 

 
Answer: Students who choose online are asked to commit to a nine week period of time.  

 

14. Question: Is the online option all five days of the week? 
 
Answer:  Our online approach will be a five day a week model.  Students who choose this will 
be exposed to the same learning standards as those who are in the brick and mortar 
classroom. 

 

15. Question: If a student is enrolled in a CCP course at Smithville High School, will they 
be able to do this course online? 

 
Answer:  Any CCP student who chooses online will not be able to access the Smithville High 
School staff member who would normally teach their content.  For many of the courses 
offered, there would not be an option online. The only way a student can do CCP through the 
online platform is if the course is offered through the university itself. In this case, the course 
would not be a full year course as it would be in the high school.  Instead, this would be a 
semester course with the final grade for the year being awarded at the end of the semester. 
This may not be available to all courses.  In the event you cannot take the course online 
through the university, the student would not be able to take the CCP course at home.  
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16. Question: Can a student bring their own computer to help limit cross use of devices? 
 
Answer: Yes.  A student who has their own laptop may bring it to school. 

 

17. Question: Will computers be provided for online learning? 
 
Answer: Computers will be available on an as needed basis for those students who work at 
home.  However, it might be difficult for us to provide multiple computers to those families.  

 

18. Question: If a student starts the year at school but finds they are uncomfortable for 
health related reasons, could the student switch to online learning?  

 
Answer: If a student starts the school year, but suddenly feels uncomfortable being in the 
traditional classroom, a student can choose to go online.  

 

19. Question: Will school fees be different regarding in school or remote? 
 
Answer: The general supply fee will remain the same but additional electives will not have a 
fee for the remote learning classes. 

 
Sports and Extracurriculars: 

20. Question: Will after school related programs still be available to students? 
 
Answer: The after school YMCA program is currently still an option for students now that 
school is in session. They are following masks requirements, social distancing and safety 
protocols. 

 

21. Question: What is the current state of our fall sports’ season? 
 
Answer: At this time, we are still on track to have a fall athletic season.  We will continue to 
follow guidance from our governor and OHSAA to determine the safest way this can happen.  

 

22. Question: If you choose the online option, can you still play sports? 
 
Answer: While you are not in our building, you are still a part of the Smithie Family. 
Therefore, students who choose online as their option for school will be able to participate in 
our athletics and other extracurricular programs.  
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Schedule: 

23. Question: Is the school calendar being adjusted to start later?  
 
Answer: The school year was backed up for students to start August 25th.  At this time, our 
daily schedule would remain the same. 

 

24. Question: Will social distancing guidelines cause a change in the master schedule for 
this year? 

 
Answer: Adjustments are being made that do not impact the courses currently offered in our 
building.  

 

25. Question: Is there a plan for meeting teachers before school? 
 
Answer: Our open house will look different this year.  Communication for this will be coming 
in the following weeks.  

 
Hallway: 

26. Question: What do hallway transitions look like? 
 
Answer: There will be a staggered release of students so the hallways are less crowded.  
 

 

27. Question: Will HS/MS students be using lockers? 
 
Answer: At this time, lockers will be used. However, they will only be used for lunch boxes 
and coats.  To limit gathering of students, book bags will be permitted in the classroom to 
carry school materials.  By doing this, students will limit the amount of time in the hall and 
reduce groups of students gathering next to lockers.  Additionally, dismissal at the end of the 
day will be adjusted to limit gathering as well.  

 
Face Coverings/Masks: 

28. Question: Are K-12 students required to wear masks at school? 
 
Answer: Yes. See the link below for the governor’s order.  
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/publicorders/DO-K-12-facial-coverings.pdf 
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29. Question: Can I wear a face shield instead of a mask? 
 
Answer:  The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) does not currently 
recommend the use of face shields as a substitute for masks/face coverings. There are 
limited exceptions to the order including a doctor’s recommendation. Schoolwide use of face 
shields instead of masks is not allowed and does not meet the requirements of the mask 
order.  
 For more information, visit: coronavirus.ohio.gov 
 

 
 

Health Department: 

30. Question: What is the procedure for when a student or staff is diagnosed with 
Covid-19?  

 
Answer: Per the updated guidelines 9/9/20 noted in our Safety Plan. If a person has been 
diagnosed with COVID-19, he/she may return to school when all three criteria are met: 

● At least 10 days have passed since symptom onset and 

● At least 72 hours have passed since resolution of fever without the use of 

fever-reducing medications and 

● Other symptoms have improved 

Each time we have a positive Covid-19 test reported, we will work closely with the Wayne 

County Health Department so they can begin contact tracing. Additionally, within 24 hours 

we will notify all families while still maintaining individual privacy.  

 
Other: 

31. Question: Can outside air be increased to improve ventilation?  
 
Answer: Yes, our heating and cooling system will be adjusted before school starts to increase 
the amount of fresh air exchange. 
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